34                                           COTTON
Georgias, from the peculiar form of gin, like a bow string,
upon which they were formerly ginned, and which still
survives in the East. Finally, the new Western districts
of Arizona and California produce some very fine Egyptian
cotton as well as ordinary American.
The methods of growing and handling the crop vary
considerably in different districts, but the following
description may be taken as applying generally to the
ordinary Upland crop throughout the Belt. The dates
of sowing and picking are naturally the most variable
factors, but, generally speaking, sowing begins as soon
as possible after the danger of frost is safely past. This
means as early as the end of February or beginning of
March in South Texas, and as late as the third week in
May in the high-lying parts of the Atlantic States. Prepa-
ration of the ground is done in spring rather than in
the preceding autumn. Deep ploughing is very little
practised owing to lack of labour; and, in many cases,
ploughing, so-called, is confined to turning over the ridge
of the previous year's crop into the adjoining furrow, so
that the plants occupy alternate lines in successive years,
for in many cases cotton is planted year after year in the
same field. The distance between rows is supposed to
correspond roughly with the expected height of the
plant, say 4 to 6 ft., but the former distance is probably
more common than the latter. "Chopping" or thinning
out begins about two to four weeks after sowing, when
the plant is about 5 in, high, and a distance of 12 to 14 in.
is left between the plants. Cultivation begins soon
afterwards, and goes on at intervals of about three weeks
until July or August. Its object is to remove weeds,
especially grasses, for the cotton crop must be kept
particularly free of weeds, and to keep the surface of the
ground well broken so as to minimize evaporation. It is
generally done by special machines called cultivators,
which work along the rows between the plants, for which
purpose the rows must be wide enough apart to allow a
horse to pass between. Hoeing between plants is also